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Santa Around Town
Santa’s tour around town will be 
here before you know it.  Every 
year, the Deer Park Volunteer Fire 
Department escorts Santa and his 
sleigh of lights and music around 
Deer Park neighborhoods to bring 
Christmas cheer.  Santa will be 
touring around town on December 
12 through 15.  His nightly route 
will begin at 6pm.  For a list of the 
streets Santa will visit each night, go 
to www.dpvfd.org.  The route infor-
mation will also be available at 
www.giftofchristmas.com.  Santa 
will be riding atop a sleigh with his 
reindeer.  The firemen accompany-
ing Santa will be giving candy to all 
of the children.  Santa will be pro-

Gift of Christmas
Each year the Deer Park Volunteer 
Fire Department (DPVFD) asks for 
help from citizens, local businesses, 
and schools to gather toys, non-per-
ishable food items, and monetary 
donations for the Gift of Christmas 
program.  This program mainly 
provides Christmas for families in 
need within the Deer Park Inde-
pendent School District.  The par-
ents inform the department of the 
family’s needs, while the children 
provide Santa’s helpers with a wish 
list.  The Gift of Christmas pro-
gram has successfully provided for 
over 120 families in need each year 
for the past 28 years. 

This program has been a success 
because of the help from our citi-

viding special gifts to children as he 
makes his way around town.  This 
annual event has been provided by 
the volunteers of the Fire Depart-
ment for the past 28 years.  We 
hope you enjoy our Christmas gift.  
We also wish you and your family a 
very Merry Christmas.

zens, community businesses, and 
schools.  We are asking businesses 
to place collection receptacles at 
their locations and ask customers to 
help with donations of food or new 
toys.  The final date for collections 
will be Dec. 14.  If you need your 
donations to be picked up, our fire-
fighters will be available Dec. 10-
14.  If you know of a family in 
need, if you would like a collection 
container delivered to your place of 
business, or if you would like to   

arrange for Santa’s firefighters to 
pick up your donated items, please 
contact Jennifer Fletcher or Char-
lene Tighe at 281-478-7285.  

Citizens wishing to make a personal 
donation may stop by Deer Park 
Fire Station No. 3 and drop off 
items.  Please do not wrap the gifts.  
Station drop offs will be accepted 
Dec. 3-14 between 8am and 5pm, 

Continued on pg. 4
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City OfficialsCity of Deer Park
710 E. San Augustine

P.O. Box 700
Deer Park, TX 77536

281-479-2394 Tel
281-479-2489 Info. Line

281-478-7217 Fax
www.deerparktx.gov

The City of Deer Park 
recycling containers are 
located at the Transfer 

Station, 610 Underwood Road. 
Your recyclable materials (alumi-
num, plastic, glass, and paper) 
will be accepted at the Transfer 
Station Monday through Friday, 
9am to 6pm, and Saturdays, 9am 
to 4:30pm.  For more informa-
tion, contact the Public Works 
Dept. at 281-478-7253.

Elected Officials
Wayne Riddle ..................................................................................... Mayor
Jerry Mouton, Jr. .............................................. Councilmember - Position 1
Thane Harrison ................................................ Councilmember - Position 2
Chris Richey .................................................... Councilmember - Position 3
Bill Patterson .................................................... Councilmember - Position 4
Beckie Stockstill-Cobb ..................................... Councilmember - Position 5
Rae A. Sinor ..................................................... Councilmember - Position 6

Department Directors
James J. Stokes ....................................................................... City Manager
Gary M. Jackson ......................................................Assistant City Manager
Sandra Watkins ...................................................................... City Secretary
Donna Todd ......................................................................Director, Finance
Bill Philibert ......................................................Director, Human Resources 
Bill Pedersen ............................................................. Director, Public Works
Scott E. Swigert .............................................Director, Parks and Recreation
Rebecca Pool ......................................................................Director, Library
Malcolm Swinney ............................................Director, Emergency Services
Greg Grigg ............................................................................Chief of Police
Linda McHone .........................................................................I.T. Manager

Other Appointed Officials
Jim Fox ...................................................................................City Attorney

City Facilities
Animal Shelter .............................281-478-7274 .......................4213 Luella
Art Park Players Dinner Theatre ...281-478-7288 ......................1302 Center
Avon Recreation Center ...............281-478-7216 ............... 601 W. 8th Street
Battleground Golf Course ............281-478-2080 .................... 1600 Georgia
City Hall ......................................281-479-2394 ........710 E. San Augustine
Claude Burgess Recreation Center  ...281-478-2060 ....................4200 Kalwick
Community Center ......................281-478-2050 ........610 E. San Augustine
Fire Station #1 ..............................281-478-2043 ......................1302 Center
Fire Station #2 ..............................281-478-7282 ........711 E. Pasadena Blvd
Fire Station #3 ..............................281-478-7281 ...................... 2211 East X
Jimmy Burke Activity Center .......281-478-2049 ............. 500 W. 13th Street
Kingsdale Center ..........................281-478-7215 ................. 2218 Kingsdale
Maxwell Adult Center ..................281-478-7276 ......................1201 Center
Municipal Court ..........................281-478-7238 ......................1302 Center
Police Station ...............................281-479-1511 ......................2911 Center
Public Library ..............................281-478-7208 ......................3009 Center
Swimming Pool ............................281-478-2055 ........610 E. San Augustine
Transfer Station ............................281-478-7252 ................610 Underwood

Central Collections & Utility Billing
You can now conveniently pay 

your water bill by automatic bank 
draft.  For information on setting up the 
electronic draft, call 281-478-7221.  You 
can also pay online by signing in to use 

the utility billing services at 
www.deerparktx.gov.

City services will be closed on 
Dec. 24 & 25 for the Christmas 

holidays and Jan. 1 for 
New Year’s Day. 

Curbside collection of rubbish 
will resume on your next regular 

collection day.

To keep you informed about what’s 
happening in our community, the 
City of Deer Park has the e-mail 

notification service City News. To 
join, visit us at www.deerparktx.gov 

and click the City News icon.
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Employee Awards

July – Support Staff 
Mike Ramos, I.T. Services

August – Field Services
 Harold McHone, Parks & Recreation

August – Support Staff 
Nathan Bell, I.T. Services

July – Field Services 
Keith Vasquez, Public Works

September – Field Services
 Danny Rouen, Police Dept.

September – Support Staff  
Tracy McBride, Finance



4 for BUSineSS newS, go to www.deerparktx.gov/ed

Economic Development

• Papa Murphy’s Pizza has recently 
opened at 3717 Center St.  This 
Take ‘N’ Bake pizza is custom 
made fresh in front of you.  You 
then take it home to bake in 
your oven and enjoy it piping 
hot.  They also offer kid’s pizza 
making kits, sides, salads, and 
desserts.

• Eclipse Massage & Spa has built 
a new 4,000 sq. ft. Tuscan-style 
building at 4321 Center St.  
This beautiful facility includes 
sauna rooms for men and wom-
en, a relaxation lounge, and an 
outdoor covered patio. Eclipse 
promotes health, weight-loss, 
and skin-care.  They offer all 
types of massage, skin treat-
ments, facials, waxing, laser 
treatments, B-12 injections, 
Lipo B injections, and teeth 
whitening services.

• New Creations Christian Book-
store recently celebrated their 
2nd year in business at 4005 
Center St.  This is not your    

average bookstore, as they carry 
a vast variety of gift items, such 
as memo pads, pocket knives, 
plaques, jewelry, wall crosses, 
all-occasion cards, and more.  
They can engrave any item with 
your personalized message.  You 
can even create a personalized 
CD on their Media Burn Bar.  
They carry great baby shower 
and children’s gifts, too. 

• REVELution Performing Arts 
Center (RPAC) has purchased 
and remodeled the old Rainbow 
Bakery Store at 4227 Center St.  
This 8,000 sq. ft. facility         
includes 4 dance studios, the 
largest being 3,000 sq. ft., 
which allows more variety and 
class times.

• Phat Fitness has expanded its 
current location at 120 Dixie 
Dr. with 1,000 sq. ft. of new 
space.  The space includes an 
exercise classroom and juice bar.  
Owners and certified personal 

trainers, Ty Aston and Jerry 
Hudson, now offer boot camps, 
Zumba®, Yoga, Pilates, body 
sculpting, and more. They con-
tinue to offer private, affordable 
one-on-one training using their 
state-of-the-art gym equipment. 

• Texas Coastal Bank, located at 
102 W. Pasadena Blvd., was   
recently purchased by Texas 
First Bank.  Texas First Bank 
originated 50 years ago in 
Hitchcock, Texas.  There are 22 
branches in Galveston, Brazoria, 
Chambers, Jefferson, and Harris 
counties, and top at $750 mil-
lion in assets.

• InsideDP.com is celebrating their 
3rd anniversary and enjoying 
over 500,000 hits each month.

• Chick-fil-A now celebrates Fam-
ily Night every Monday night at 
5:30 p.m. with special happen-
ings and guest appearances by 
cows, clowns, and more.  Text 
CFADEER to 411247 for 
weekly updates.

Fire Department
Become a Member

The Fire Department is now accept-
ing application for volunteer fire-
fighters and EMS providers.  The 
next academy class will start in Jan-
uary 2013.  We are looking for 20 
to 30 individuals interested in pro-
viding fire or EMS services for the 
City of Deer Park.  This is an excit-
ing career for individuals with a  
desire to be involved with the com-
munity.  Candidates with prior fire 
or EMS training may be eligible for 
the fast track program and could 
start earlier than January.  Although 

we are a volunteer service, we offer a 
state pension program to all mem-
bers, pay per call/shift stipends, and 
a free gym membership.  To apply 
or for more information, go to 
www.dpvfd.org. 

Monday through Friday.  If you 
prefer to make a monetary dona-
tion, please make your check pay-
able to the “Deer Park Volunteer 
Fire Department GOC”.  For busi-
nesses wanting to use their donation 
as a tax deduction, the DPVFD is a 
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. 
All donations will go towards the 
purchase of food, bikes, and gifts 
for teenagers and the elderly.  We 
appreciate all your help during this 
holiday season and wish your family 
health and prosperity in the coming 
year.

Continued from pg. 1
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Art Park Players

To purchase tickets to any of our shows, call the Art Park Players Box Office at 281-794-2448.  Unless otherwise noted, productions 
are held at the Municipal Court & Theatre Bldg.  Check out our all-star cast at www.artparkplayers.com.

The Maxwell Adult Center is a rec-
reational facility for all Deer Park 
citizens, ages 55 and over.  It is 
open from 9am–5pm, 5 days a 
week, and offers a variety of classes.
Bingo is every Wednesday at 1pm.

Meal Programs
Seniors can participate in a congre-
gate meal program and eat lunch in 
exchange for a $2 donation.  Lunch 
is served every day about 11:45am.  
Reservations are required.  We also 
have a homebound meal program 
for seniors who are restricted to 
their homes.

Bus Trips
Please contact the Maxwell Center 
to find out about upcoming trips.

Christmas Banquet
Don’t forget 
about our Christ-
mas Banquet at 
6pm on Dec. 13 
at the Jimmy 
Burke Activity Center.  Stop by our 
office to register.  

E.M. Maxwell Adult Center
1201 Center Street

281-478-7276

Maxwell Center
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Library News
Deer Park Library Hours
Mon. & Wed.  10am-6pm
Tues. & Thurs.  10am-9pm

Fri. & Sat.  10am-5pm

Suspension of Programs
Weekly Preschool and Toddler Story-
time sessions, as well as monthly 
children’s After School Crafts, will  
resume once the Library has settled 
into its new expanded space after 
the first of the year.  Teen Tech will 
also resume as a weekly Wednesday 
after school program at that time.  
Go to www.deerparktx.gov/library 
or call 281-478-7208 for updates.

Beginning Crochet Class 
For ages 8 to adult

This free class is offered for those 
with some or no previous knowl-
edge.  Learn at your own pace.    
Attend at your own convenience.  
Initial materials provided.  Registra-
tion is not required.  

Crochet classes will continue to be 
held at the Maxwell Center from 
7-8pm on Tuesday evenings until 
the expansion of the Library is com-
plete.  Crochet classes will return to 
the Library after the first of the year.  
Please contact the Library for more 
information.  

Computer Classes
Due to the construction at the      
Library, computer classes will not 
be available in December.  Classes 
will resume in January 2013 in the 
new technology lab.

Due to limited space available, all 
computer classes require registra-
tion.  Some classes have prerequi-
sites.  Please call the Library or stop 
by to register and obtain a class 
schedule.  You may only sign up for 
2 classes at a time.

Introduction to Computers
Become familiar with the computer, 
and get comfortable using a mouse, 
opening software applications, and 
other basic skills.  

Intro. to the Internet, Part 1 
Browsing the Web
Learn the basic skills of browsing 
the world wide web.  Topics include 
search engines, and online security.

Intro. to the Internet, Part 2
Web E-mail Basics
Learn how to obtain and manage a 
web e-mail account, as well as how 
to send and receive messages.

Introduction to Social Networks  
Learn about social networking sites 
and how they are used.  

Your Library - Online Sources
Learn about the online databases 
provided by the Library.    

Basic Microsoft Word 2010
Learn how to create and edit a basic 
Word document.  

Basic Microsoft Excel 2010  
Learn how to create and edit basic 
spreadsheets, and use simple formu-
las and functions.

Basic Microsoft PowerPoint 2010  
Learn how to create a basic 
presentation.

Ancestry.com, Part I & II
Learn how to use the Library’s data-
base, Ancestry.com, to research your 
family history.  Create a free com-
mercial account online that you can 
use at home and access the full     
resources of the Library’s version.  

Coming soon!
Classes on how to check out ebooks 

and downloadable audio books for 
your Kindle, Nook, tablet comput-
er, or other mobile device.

Mystery Book Club meets every 2nd 
Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm.  
Join other mystery readers to dis-
cuss the selected books and other 
mysteries you enjoy.  Registration is 
not required.  You are welcome to 
come whether you have read the 
books or not.

Dec. 11 - Off Site Meeting
A book was not selected for this 
month.  The book club will meet 
off site to enjoy a lively conversation 
about mystery books and reading 
experiences.  Please check with the 
Library for meeting location.
                     

Jan. 8 - Scandinavian Mysteries
Detective Inspector Huss 

by Helene Tursten
&

The Water’s Edge 
by Karin Fossum

Feb. 12 - Historical Mysteries
O Jerusalem 

by Laurie R. King
&

Royal Flush 
by Rhys Bowen

Using Your Library from Home
Access to your Deer Park Library 
account, ebooks, audio books, jour-
nal articles, and more is available to 
you 24/7 with a computer, a cur-
rent Deer Park Library card, and 
Internet access. 

You can download audio books or 
ebooks from the Houston Area 
Digital Media Catalog, which is 
powered by OverDrive, to your 
iPod, MP3 player, or ebook reader.  
Many ebook readers, including the 
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Kindle and Nook, are compatible 
with OverDrive.  You can also 
download them to your computer 
or tablet!  Simply go online to  
www.deerparktx.gov/library and 
click on the blue Houston Media 
Digital Catalog banner.  For assis-
tance using your particular device, 
try the help section on the Houston 
Digital Media Catalog home page 
located in the upper right side of 
the screen.  You can also call or stop 
by the Library with your device for 
assistance.

TexShare databases with access to 
full articles from major newspapers, 
such as INFOTRAC Newsstand, as 
well as reference ebooks in the Gale 
Virtual Reference Library, or full 
text magazine articles in EBSCO 
Academic Search Complete are also 
available via our Online Resources.

For assistance when initiallly access-
ing these resources, call 281-478-
7208.  Your library card barcode 
number and PIN are required to  
access your account online and to 
check out ebooks and audio books 
through OverDrive.  Individual   
databases may require a password, 
which can be obtained by calling 
the Library.

Click on the blue book located at  
www.deerparktx.gov/library to     
access all of our online resources. 

New Books - Children’s Interest

Barnum’s Bones
by Tracy E. Fern

Bitterblue
by Kristin 
Cashore

A Black Hole is Not a Hole
by Carolyn Cimami 

DeCristofano

Bon Appetit!: The 
Delicious Life of Julia Child
by Jessie Hartland

A Bus Called Heaven
by Bob Graham

Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang Flies Again 
by Frank Boyce Cottrell

Dash & Lily’s Book of Dares
by Rachel Cohn

Dinosaur Thunder
by Marion Dane Bauer

Drowned Cities
by Paolo Baciglupi

Dying to Know You
by Aidan Chambers

Extra Yarn
by Mac Barnett

Ghost Knight
by Cornelia Funke

Master of Deceit:
 J. Edgar Hoover and 

America in the age of Lies
by Marc Aronson

Mr. & Mrs. Bunny - 
Detectives Extraordinaire! 
by Polly 
Horvath

Variant
by Robison E. Wells

New Books - Adult Fiction

Notorious Nineteen 
by Janet Evanovich

Sweet Tooth 
by Ian McEwan

The Christmas 
Wedding 
by James Patterson

Suspect 
by Robert Crais

Collateral Damage 
by Stuart Woods

Fifth Assassin 
by Brad Meltzer

Two Graves 
by Douglas Preston & 
Lincoln Child

Last Man 
by Vince Flynn

9th Girl 
by Tami Hoag

The Storyteller 
by Jodi Picoult

Vendors Needed  for 
City Employee Wellness Day

Is your business associated with 
health, fitness, or general well-
ness?  If so, take this opportu-
nity to promote your product 
or service at our City employee 
wellness day on January 11, 
2013.  Space is limited.  For 
more information, contact Lacy 
Stole at 281-478-2065.
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Public Works
Drainage Maintenance

The drainage system in Deer Park 
includes both open and closed seg-
ments.  The open sections are drain-
age swales and ditches, which are 
utilized to carry storm waters away 
from homes to drainage areas.  The 
closed system is comprised of storm 
water inlets and storm drain pipes, 
which also carry water from streets 
and developments to drainage areas.

Maintenance of these systems is 
very impor-
tant.  Debris 
in ditches 
and streams 
can obstruct 
the flow of 
flood waters, 
which can 
cause over-
flow onto streets and yards.  So a 
high flow capacity can be realized, 
the City clears and performs main-
tenance work on the system at least 
twice a year and on an as-needed 
basis.  

Citizens are expected to perform 
routine maintenance on ditches    
located on rights-of-way in front of 
their properties, including the      
removal of high weeds, litter, and 
other items that may be considered 
a nuisance.  The area should also be 
maintained so that water cannot  
become stagnant and become 
breeding grounds for mosquitos.  

Dumping in our ditches and storage 
basins is against City ordinance and 
may be punishable with a fine.  To 
report illegal dumping, call 
281-478-7252.

Always check with the Building  
Department before you build on, 
fill, alter, or regrade your property.  

A permit is needed to ensure that 
such projects do not cause problems 
on other properties.

Flood Safety
Despite the end of hurricane season, 
the threat of flooding is not over.   
At any given time, the City could 
experience a heavy down pour, 
which could result in flooded streets 
and homes.  It is important to      
always think about safety, so keep 
the following tips in mind:
1. Do not walk through flooding 

water.  Drowning is the number 
one cause of flood related 
deaths.  Currents can be decep-
tive; six inches of moving water 
can knock you off your feet.  

2. Do not drive through a flooded 
area. More people drown in 
their cars than anywhere else.  
Don’t drive around road barri-
ers; the road or bridge may be 
washed out.

3. Stay away from power lines and 
electrical wires.  The number 
two flood killer after drowning 
is electrocution.  An electrical 
current can travel through     
water.  Report fallen power lines 
to Reliant Energy at 
713-207-7777.

4. Watch out for animals that have 
been flooded out of their homes 
and who may seek shelter in 
yours.

5. Look before you step.  After a 
flood, the ground could be cov-
ered in debris, including broken 
bottles and nails.  Floors and 
stairs could be covered in mud 
and become slippery.

6. Clean everything that got wet.  
Flood waters have picked up 
sewage and chemicals from 
roads, storage buildings, etc.  
Spoiled food, flooded cosmetics, 
and medicine can be a health 

hazard.  When it doubt, throw 
it out.

7. Take good care of yourself.    
Recovering from a flood is a big 
job.  It is tough on both the 
body and spirit.  The effects a 
disaster has on you and your 
family may last a long time.  

Flood Insurance
Flood insurance is highly recom-
mended because a flood proofing 
measure that is 100% foolproof 
does not exist.  Most homeowner  
insurance policies do not cover a 
property for flood damage.  The 
City of Deer Park participates in the 
National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP).  Local insurance agents can 
sell an NFIP policy under rules and 
rates set by the Federal Govern-
ment.  Any agent can sell a policy 
and all agents must charge the same 
rates.  

Any house in Deer Park can be cov-
ered by a flood insurance policy.  
Detached garages and accessory 
buildings are covered under the pol-
icy for the lot’s main building.  
There are two types of coverage, 
which can be purchased separately.
1. Structural coverage includes   

everything that stays with a 
house when it is sold, including 
the furnace, cabinets, built-in 
appliances, and wall-to-wall 
carpeting.

2. Contents coverage includes fur-
niture and other personal pos-
sessions except money, valuable 
papers, and such.  Renters can 
buy contents coverage, even if 
the owner does not buy struc-
tural coverage on the building.

Coverage is not available for items 
outside of the house, such as the 
driveway and landscaping.  If you 



www.deerparktx.gov/pUBliCworkS 9

Public Works
have a policy, please read over it 
closely.  You may only have struc-
tural coverage.  Structural coverage 
is all the coverage the banks require.  
In Deer Park, your contents are 
more likely to be damaged by flood, 
than your structure.

Don’t wait for the next flood to buy 
insurance protection.  There is a 30-
day waiting period before the flood 
insurance coverage takes effect.  
Contact your insurance agent for 
more information.

Adopt-A-Pet
The City’s Adopt-a-Pet program   
offers friendly pets at a minimal 
cost. Dogs and cats are available for 
adoption after a holding period of 3 
working days. There is a $50 adop-
tion fee.  You must also prepay for 
the spaying/neutering of the animal 
and a rabies vaccination. Pets are  
always available for adoption.  Go 
to www.deerparktx.gov/publicworks 
and click on Animal Control to 
search for adoptable animals.  You 
can also visit our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/DeerParkTX.AnimalShelter 
or stop by the animal shelter during 
normal business hours.  Call 281-
478-7274 for more information.

Prevent Clogged Drains & 
Sewer Overflows

Disposing of fats, oils, and grease 
(FOG) down your household fix-
tures can be a health hazard, cause 
an unwelcome clogged sink or toi-
let, and cost you and your city lots 
of money.

Blockages account for 43% of all 
sanitary sewer overflows.  You 
should avoid sending any foreign 
material down your sewer pipes,  
including paper products, wood, 
metal, and toys.  The worst items to 
send down the drain are, of course, 
fats, oils, and grease.  FOG solidifies 
in the lines of the collection system 
and form large chunks that get 
stuck or build up on the walls of the 
pipes, thus narrowing the lines 
headed to the treatment plant.  A 
blockage of the collection system 
could cause sanitary sewer overflow, 
in which the sewer overflows and 
spills into ditches, the ship channel, 
and the bay.  It could also cause the 
sewer system to backup into your 
yard and home.  Untreated waste-
water can be quite costly to clean 
up and can cause serious health     
issues for you and the surrounding 
community, including killing fish in 
our waterways.  

Instead of 
pouring your 
cooking oil 
and grease 
into the sink 
drain, place 
them in a 
container with a tight sealing lid.  
Once your used grease solidifies, 
place it in a trash bag.  Liquid oil 
and grease can be placed in a con-
tainer, such as an old milk carton, 
and placed at the street curb with 
your normal household trash.  The 
City will collect your used motor oil 
and cooking oil.  For residents who 
compost, used cooking oil is biode-
gradable and can be added to your 
compost piles. 

A common misconception that can 
lead to the discharge of FOG into 
the system is running hot water and 

slowly pouring FOG down the 
drain so it does not cause a block-
age.  If the fats, oils, and grease 
make it through your lines to the 
main line, which is not likely due to 
the FOG cooling too fast, the 
blockage will be building down-
stream from your connection.

Please properly dispose of FOG and 
do not send it into the lines of the 
collection system.  Your participa-
tion can save money and prevent 
backups into homes.

Newly-Adopted Storm Water Fee
On Sept. 18, ordinances establish-
ing a Storm Water Drainage Utility 
System were adopted. A drainage 
utility system is a user-fee based 
funding program for municipal 
drainage management. This is a 
common funding mechanism 
throughout Texas and the funds 
may only be used to cover appropri-
ate costs related to the City’s drain-
age system.

The fee structure is currently        
designed to cover the cost of com-
plying with an unfunded mandate 
known as the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System, or 
NPDES. This mandate requires the 
City to operate its drainage system 
under a permit issued by the Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) and implement 
measures designed to minimize the 
level of pollution that is discharged 
into downstream waterways. His-
torically, these costs have been paid 
for out of the City’s General Fund.

For more information, visit us at 
www.deerparktx.gov/stormwater.
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Keep dirt and mulch 
out of the storm drain!

Soil is one of the most common 
pollutants in storm water. Bare dirt 
can erode during rainfall and travel 
to our creeks, clogging up water-
ways, damaging fish gills, and trans-
porting chemicals.

Easy Solutions
• Stabilize bare soil with mulch or 

grass
• Store sand, dirt, and mulch on 

natural ground or grassy areas 
(not in your driveway)

• Cover your pile of sand, dirt, 
and mulch with a tarp when it 
rains

• Limit erosion 
using a silt fence 
or mulch socks 
during construc-
tion or land-
scaping projects

City Projects
• Construction of the Patrick’s 

Bayou Storm Water Detention 
Basin is expected to begin in 
January 2013. The project is 
funded through the federal 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Pro-
gram (HMGP), the City of 
Deer Park, and the Harris 
County Flood Control District 
(HCFCD). The duration of the 
construction is expected to be 
approximately 365 days. 

Police Department

The Lottery Scam
The Lottery scam is common and 
often reported in our area. If you 
are contacted by someone and told 
you won a lottery you did not enter, 
then it is a scam. You will never win 
a lottery you did not enter.  There 
isn’t a way for someone to contact 
you and advise you that you have 
won.  You must contact the Texas 
Lottery Commission if you deter-
mine that you are a winner.

If you are a winner of a lottery or 
other contest, you will not be asked 
to send money before you can      
receive your winnings.  If there are 
taxes, they will be taken out of your 
winnings before you receive your 
money. You are not responsible for 
paying a handling fee, processing 
fee, or any other fee. 

Examples of Other Scams
• If you are contacted and told 

you have unclaimed money 
from a relative or other person 
and they want you to send 
money to them so they can send 
money to you, then it is a scam.

• If you are contacted and told 
that the Reader’s Digest or any 
other known contest has award-
ed you prize money, but you 
must first send money in to    
receive your prize, then it is a 
scam.

• If you receive a check and you 
are asked to cash the check and 
keep a portion of that money, 

then it is a scam. The check will 
prove to be fraudulent or stolen. 

• If you are solicited to be a secret 
shopper and you are asked to 
first send money or to cash a 
check, then it is a scam.  

You will never be asked to send 
money to anyone prior to receiving 
a prize, winning a contest, winning 
a lottery, or any other type of       
arrangement. If you are being asked 
to send money, please call the Deer 
Park Police Department to report it 
as fraud.

If Western Union or your bank or 
credit union warns you that a trans-
action you are making appears to be 
fraudulent, you should contact the 
Deer Park Police Department. The 
employees at these locations are 
trained and are familiar with the 
various scams, including the newest 
scams.
 
The Deer Park Police Department 
wants to make sure our community 
is aware of these types of scams so 
that fraud does not continue to 
claim victims.  Remember, if it 
sounds too good to be true, then it 
is a scam.

Curb Damage
There has been an increase in eco-
nomic activity in Deer Park and the 
surrounding area in the last 15 to 
20 years.  Growth is expected to 
continue and the area will reap the 
benefits of all trade and commerce. 
However, with this growth, the area 
will encounter some issues, such as 
an increase in truck traffic. 

Last year, the City of Deer Park 
spent approximately $200,000 on 
street repairs, which included       
repairs to curbs at intersections that   
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were damaged by large commercial 
delivery trucks driving through 
Deer Park.  Many of these trucks 
are passing through to conduct     
legitimate business and are not vio-
lating any City ordinances. They are 
making deliveries to retailers, res-
taurants, and construction sites. 
However, they may not be using the 
best appropriate route to allow 
enough room for making turns or 
properly maneuvering large com-
mercial vehicles.  Some may not be 
using the proper care to make a 
turn and avoid running over the 
curbs. 

The City of Deer Park and the Deer 
Park Police Department are asking 
all businesses to take a moment to 
think about their proximity to    
major thoroughfares, such as High-
way 225, Beltway 8, Independence 
Parkway/Underwood Road, and 
Spencer Highway, so they can      
advise vendors, couriers, and deliv-
ery trucks to take the most direct 
route to and from their businesses. 

The main focus is to avoid entering 
into the interior portions of Deer 
Park, i.e. Center Street or residential 
areas, where the turning radius for 
the intersections were never         
designed for large vehicles.

Go to www.deerparktx.gov, select 
the City Secretary’s section under the 
Government tab, and click on Code 
of Ordinances.  Then click on the 

specified link to Municode and type 
Sec. 66-201 into the search box to 
read the Through Trucks Prohibited 
ordinance in its entirety.

For more information, contact:
Sgt. J.W. White
281-930-0842 
jwhite@deerparktx.org

Officer C. Aurelius
caurelius@deerparktx.org

Officer David Bode
dbode@deerparktx.org

Bias Based/Racial Profiling
Bias based/racial profiling is defined 
as a law enforcement-initiated act 
based solely upon an individual’s 
race, ethnicity, or national origin, or 
on the basis of other criteria rather 
than upon the individual’s behavior, 
activity, or other lawful reason.  
Deer Park Police Officers are strictly 
prohibited from engaging in bias 
based/racial profiling. Citizens who 
believe they have been the subject 
of bias based/racial profiling may 
file a complaint with any employee 
of the Deer Park Police Dept. or call 
the Internal Affairs Division at 
281-930-2103.   

Crime Control and Prevention 
District Annual Update

As surprising as it may be, the 
2011-2012 fiscal year has ended. 
Sales tax revenues for the Crime 
Control and Prevention District 
came in a little under the anticipat-
ed amount of $833,333.  However, 
with the $786,980 received, we 
were able to accomplish many good 
things for the police department, 
which translates into better service 
for our community!  We moved  
Officer Tina Taylor into the Crime 
Prevention officer position.  She is 

doing a great job with the Neigh-
borhood and Business Watch pro-
grams.  We also hired three new dis-
patchers, made the first payment on 
our new radio system, purchased 
four replacement patrol cars and 
three replacement detective vehicles, 
outfitted a truck with a lift kit for 
utilization as a high-water vehicle, 
and purchased four new COBAN 
mobile video systems for our patrol 
vehicles. In these tough economic 
times, we are fortunate to have the 
additional revenue from the Crime 
Control and Prevention District 
fund.

Winter Pool Safety
The Deer Park Police Department 
wants to ensure our community has 
a safe winter, so they would like to 
provide swimming pool owners 
with some important tips.  

When you have a swimming pool 
on your property, you must take 
many things into consideration,   
including cleaning, maintenance, 
and safety.  Safety is one of the most 
important things to consider when 
you are preparing to close your pool 
for the winter.  If not properly      
secured, your pool becomes a haz-
ard, particularly for small children 
and pets.

Important Tips
1. Purchase a winter pool cover 

made for the size and shape of 
your pool from a pool supply 
store.

2. Place soft towels or pads over 
any sharp areas around your 
pool.

3. Assemble your pool cover if 
necessary.  For in-ground pool 
covers, you may need to insert 
vinyl water tubes through straps 
that will go around the pool. 
For above ground pool covers, 
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you may need to weave a cable 
through metal loops along the 
cover’s perimeter.

4. Cover the swimming pool with 
the pool cover.  You may need 
to enlist the help of an assistant 
or family member to spread the 
cover over the entire pool. Pull 
evenly, making sure all edges are 
completely covered and double-
check that the cover fits prop-
erly when you’re done.

5. Secure the cover. Winter pool 
covers generally have straps or 
ties that must be secured to 
keep the cover in place.

6. Lower the water level in your 
pool 12 to 18 inches below the 
skimmer to prevent freezing in 
the winter that could damage 
the pipes and water line tiles. If 
your pool comes on automati-
cally during freezing tempera-
tures, then do not lower the  
water level below the skimmer 
because this will burn up the 
pool pump. 

Go to www.deerparktx.gov, select 
the City Secretary’s section under the 
Government tab, and click on Code 
of Ordinances.  Then click on the 
specified link to Municode and type 
Sec. 50-71 through Sec. 50-77 into 
the search box to read the ordinance 
on swimming pools in its entirety.

Winter Safety for Kids
Even though we don’t normally    
experience extremely cold winters in 

Deer Park, there are safety guide-
lines we should follow to ensure our 
kids have a fun and safe winter.
 
As the temperatures drop, remem-
ber to dress the kids appropriately.  
Instead of a big heavy coat, dress 
the kids in layers of clothing. This 
allows them to remove additional 
clothing inside the school building 
and add them back on when going 
outside.  Because most body heat is 
lost through the 
head and extremi-
ties, be sure to pro-
vide kids with gloves 
and a hat.
 
To protect kids’ skin during the 
winter, be sure to use lotion every-
day to prevent dryness and sun-
screen to guard against the sun’s 
harmful rays.  If your child is prone 
to nose bleeds, you may want to 
add a humidifier to their room.

We all enjoy relaxing in front of a 
warm fire.  However, there are pre-
cautions to take prior to building 
that fire.  Make sure the fireplace 
screen is firmly attached, keep 
matches and lighters out of chil-
dren’s reach, and never leave a child 
unattended in a room where a fire is 
burning.  Make sure all smoke     
detectors are working properly.  You 
may also need a carbon monoxide 
detector, as this silent killer gives no 
warning of its presence. 
  
Every year, there are fires from space 
heaters. Do not let anything get 
within 3 feet of the heater.  Items, 
such as curtains, bedding, and fur-
niture, will easily ignite from con-
tact with a space heater. These     
devices need to be turned off when 
you leave the room and when you 
go to sleep.

Keeping kids healthy during the 
winter is essential. Make sure to 
provide good nutrition to help pro-
tect them during cold and flu sea-
son. Keep their immune system 
strong with a balanced diet of fruits, 
vegetables, whole grains, and dairy 
products. Equally important is 
keeping the kids hydrated. They 
may not sweat as much as in the 
summer, but they can still become 
dehydrated. Smart choices are low-
sugar juices that are high in vita-
mins C & D. Warm drinks like   
decaffeinated tea or hot cocoa are 
also good picks.  These are comfort-
ing and a good source of antioxi-
dants, which help strengthen the 
immune system.  

Holiday Crime Prevention Tips
Although this is the season to be 
jolly, please be wary of burglars, 
thieves, pickpockets, and other holi-
day grinches. Nothing ruins the 
holiday spirit like becoming a vic-
tim of a crime.
  
The majority of us view the holiday 
season as a joyous time to spend 
with our friends and families.     
Unfortunately, burglars view the 
holiday season a little differently. 
They see it as an opportunity to 
burglarize your home and vehicle.

Safety Tips for the Holidays  
• Be extra cautious about locking 

your doors and windows when 
you leave, even if it is just for a 
few minutes. Do not openly 
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display your Christmas tree and 
gifts in the front window of 
your home, making it easily vis-
ible from the street. It’s very 
tempting for a potential crimi-
nal to break the window and 
take what he sees.

• Do not advertise when you are 
not home. Burglars look for 
cues, such as outdoor lights 
burning 24 hours a day and 
stacked up mail. Also, do not 
post your holiday plans on a   
social media site. If you are out 
of town, use a timer that will 
turn lights, televisions, and     
radios on and off. If you leave 
for the evening, turn on the 
television and lights so the 
house appears to be occupied. 
Burglars know to look for hid-
den keys near the front          
entrance. Do not hide spare 
keys under rocks, in flowerpots, 
or above the door ledges.        
Instead give the spare key to a 
family member or trusted 
neighbor.

• Burglars prefer to enter through 
unlocked doors or windows. 
When extension cords connect 
exterior Christmas lights to an 

outlet inside the house through 
a window, the window cannot 
be properly secured or locked.  

• Don’t post your family name on 
your mailbox. A burglar can call 
directory assistance to get your 
telephone number.  While the 
burglar is in front of your 
house, he can call to confirm if 
you are away. Furthermore, 
don’t leave descriptive messages 
on your answering machine, 
such as “You’ve reached the 
Smiths.  We will be away on a 
ski trip during the Christmas 
holidays, so please leave a mes-
sage.”  Messages on social media 
sites also provide the same      
information. Burglars love to 
hear that they will have plenty 
of time to break in and com-
pletely ransack your home.

• While out shopping for Christ-
mas presents, be sure to stay 
alert and aware of your sur-
roundings. While you are       
focused on getting ready for the 
holidays, criminals are out look-
ing for easy targets. If possible, 
try to shop before dark.  Also, 
try to shop with a friend or 
family member so you are not 
out alone. Never park in an   
unlit parking lot or in any area 
that reduces visibility.

• Lock your vehicle every time 
you get out. If you have pack-
ages, be sure to lock them in the 
trunk or back portion of the  
vehicle. Make sure packages are 
hidden and are not in plain 
view. 

• When walking to your vehicle, 
have your keys readily available.  
Look around the parking lot as 
you walk so you’ll be aware of 
any suspicious persons in the 
area and confirm that you are 
not being followed. When you 

arrive at your vehicle, scan the 
interior to make sure no one is 
hiding inside. If you see some-
thing suspicious, if someone is 
following you, or if someone is 
inside of your vehicle, call the 
police department immediately. 
If you are being followed return 
to the store until the police 
arrive.

• Avoid carrying large amounts of 
cash. Pay for purchased items 
with a check, credit card, or 
debit card when possible. Be  
extra careful with purses and 
wallets. Carry a purse under 
your arm with the purse zipped 
or securely closed. Men need to 
carry their wallets in an inside 
jacket pocket, not in a back 
pant pocket.

• After Christmas day, don’t pile 
up empty gift boxes from your 
new televisions, notebooks, 
iPhones, and other gifts out on 
the curb for garbage. Burglars 
will use this knowledge to come 
back and steal 
your new    
expensive 
gifts. Break 
the boxes 
down or cut them into smaller 
pieces where they can be con-
cealed in a garbage bag.

• When enjoying yourself at holi-
day parties, the Deer Park Police 
Department would also like to 
remind you not to drink and 
drive. Save a life and call a cab 
or have a friend take you home.
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Citizen Work Request

Do you know of something that needs to be done? Maybe something we have missed? Please let us know. Simply 
complete this form and return it to: City Manager, 710 E. San Augustine, Deer Park, Texas 77536.

You can also submit a Work Request online using the City’s Action Center. Visit us at www.deerparktx.gov.

Together we can make Deer Park a better place!

Location _______________________________________________________________________________  
 ______________________________________________________________________________________  
Briefly describe the work ___________________________________________________________________  
 ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 ______________________________________________________________________________________
May we call you for more information?
Name __________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________ Best time to call ___________________

Evacuation Assistance Request Form – Chemical Emergency Or Impending Storm 

Please register in advance. Do NOT wait until a storm is in the Gulf of Mexico. 

This service is for residents with special needs who do not have a vehicle, cannot drive themselves, or cannot make other  
transportation arrangements with family, friends, or neighbors. The City of Deer Park will help transport residents with special  

needs to a central staging area for state-supported transportation to a northern area designated by the State of Texas.

Name ________________________________________ Address ___________________________________
Telephone (____) _______________________________ Number of persons living at this address __________

Reason for requiring assistance: 
 Do not drive or no vehicle available but otherwise mobile
 Wheelchair ....................  Mobile without chair ...............  Completely wheelchair bound
 Bedridden .....................  Somewhat mobile ....................  Completely bedridden
 Special conditions or needs  _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Name of nearest relative __________________________ Address ___________________________________
Telephone (____) _______________________________

Please have all medications ready to take with you in case of evacuation.

Mail form to: City of Deer Park, Parks & Recreation Dept., P.O. Box 700, Deer Park, Texas 77536. You may 
drop off the form at the Community Center, 610 E. San Augustine, or the Maxwell Adult Center, 1201 Center 
Street. Or, you may complete the form online at www.deerparktx.gov/residents. 

For more information, call (281) 478-2050.
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The Republic Grill & Battleground Golf Course
The Republic Grill

1600 Georgia  •  281-478-2089
www.deerparktx.gov/republicgrill

The Republic Grill is a casual dining 
room offering a relaxing atmosphere 
and a magnificent view of the golf 
course. The menu varies from huge  
hamburgers to succulent steaks,   
delicious homemade soups, and 
fresh salads.  The full menu is avail-
able Mon.-Fri., in addition to spe-
cialty items on the buffet. We also 
offer a $5 menu.  For details, go to
www.deerparktx.gov/republicgrill.

Sunday Brunch
Join us every Sunday at The Repub-
lic Grill for Sunday Brunch. In   
December, we will have live holiday 
music.  For more information, go to 
www.deerparktx.gov/republicgrill.

Room Rentals 
The Republic Grill offers a scenic 
and serene atmosphere for your next 
special event. Rooms available for 
rental include:
Banquet Room (seats 150) 
Dining Room (seats 50) 
Banquet/Dining Room (seats 200) 
Boardroom (seats 10) 
Outdoor Rentals are also available.   

For more information, contact: 
Xenia Kulick, Events Coordinator 
281-478-2084 
xkulick@deerparktx.org

The Battleground Golf Course
1600 Georgia  •  281-478-2080

www.deerparktx.gov/battleground

Every hole at The Battleground 
Golf Course presents an invigorat-
ing challenge and a lesson in Texas 
history.  The Battleground Golf 
Course has a complete practice     
facility so you can hit balls off a spa-
cious grass tee or off of our practice 
mats.  We have a practice par 5, par 
4, and par 3, plus a chipping green 
with a sand bunker to perfect your 
chip shots and your sand shots.  For 
more information, go to 
www.deerparktx.gov/battleground.

Parks & Recreation
Zumba Fitness

Join the fastest growing fitness craze 
and experience an exciting high energy 
workout that combines dance and fit-
ness with Latin rhythms.  
$85 per session, $10 walk-in
$45 for 3-week mini session 
Tues. & Thurs., 7:30-8:30pm
Nov. 27-Dec. 13 (mini session), Jan. 
8-Feb. 14 & Feb. 19-Mar. 28
Deer Park Community Center

2nd Annual Reindeer Park
It is family entertainment complete 
with craft vendors, pictures with Santa, 
concessions, Santa’s Tree Farm (Christ-
mas tree decorating competition), the 
Christmas tree lighting, ice skating 
rink, snow areas and snow slides, 
Christmas at the Cabin, and a lighted 
Christmas parade!  The theatre will 
host Mrs. Clause’s Marketplace, the 

Miss Mistletoe Beauty Pageant, and a 
theatre production at Prancer’s Play-
house by the Art Park Players.  The  
Republic Grill will have an omelet bar 
on Friday & Saturday morning, plus a 
brunch on Sunday.  For details, go to 
www.deerparktx.gov/reindeerpark.
Nov. 30, 6-9pm
Dec. 1, 3-8pm
Dec. 2, 11am-2pm (Republic Grill Sunday 
Brunch only)

TOT Basketball Program
The Teams of Tomorrow (TOT) bas-
ketball program is a weekly ball han-
dling and dribbling session designed 
for ages 3-5.  TOT is non-competitive 
and uses music to build your child’s 
basketball skills, motor skills, listening 
skills, and self-confidence.  
$37 monthly, plus $30 registration fee 
Thursdays, 11:30am-12:15pm

Dec. 6-20, Jan. 10-31 & Feb. 7-28
Deer Park Community Center

Concealed Handgun Class
This course covers the rules and regula-
tions to obtain a license to carry a con-
cealed firearm in the State of Texas, as 
well as the safety, maintenance, and 
storage of a firearm.  Fingerprinting is 
required prior to the class.  For more 
details, go to www.txdps.state.tx.us.  
$100 for students, $90 for Deer Park  
educators, $70 for City employees, $70 
for DPVFD, $60 for Active Military or 
Reserve, $40 for Police Officers
Dec. 8 & Feb. 2, 8:30am-4pm
Deer Park Community Center

Extreme Couponing
Learn to be thrifty.  This class will 
show you where to get coupons, how 
to use them, and how to stockpile 
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items.  For details, go to 
www.frugalfinds4friends.blogspot.com.  
Limited to 15.
$25 per person
Dec. 8, 11:30am-2:30pm
Jan. 26, 10am-1pm
Feb. 16, 11:30am-2:30pm
Deer Park Community Center

Breakfast with Santa
Enjoy a pajama breakfast with Santa, 
plus write your wish list and make 
crafts.  Limited to 50.
$10 per child, $5 per adult
Dec. 8, 9am
Deer Park Community Center

Santa Calling
Santa’s phone call is absolutely free.  It’s 
intended for children who can hold a 
conversation and believe in Santa. 
Dec. 11 & 13, 6:30-8:30pm

Market Days of Deer Park
Come to Dow Park every 3rd Saturday 
of the month for homemade goods and 
ready-made items.  Send an e-mail to 
marketdays@yahoo.com to become a 
vendor.
Dec. 15, Jan. 19 & Feb. 16
9am-1pm
Dow Park

Sleigh Ride
We’re loading up the sleighs to enjoy 
holiday lights!  Reservations required.  
Space is limited.  Children must be   
accompanied by an adult.  Limited to 
60 per ride.
$5 per person
Dec. 19-22, 1st ride 6:15-7:30pm, 2nd 

ride 7:15-8:30pm
Deer Park Community Center, Rm 12

Santa Sleep Over
Join us for a winter sleigh ride around 
town, games, crafts, movies, snacks, 
pillow fights, jumping in a moon 
bounce, and a visit from Santa.  A con-

tinental breakfast will be served.  Please 
eat dinner before arriving and bring a 
sleeping bag, socks, comfortable 
clothes, warm jacket, and a pillow.  For 
ages 5-11.  
$35 per child
Dec. 21-22, 8pm-7am
Deer Park Community Center

One Day, Fun Day
Don’t want to sit at home during 
Christmas Break?  Join us for days 
filled with fun and exciting adventures.  
Sign up for as many days as you wish. 
Minimum 10, Max. 25 participants per 
day.  For K-6th grade.
$25 per day
Jan. 2 - Space Center
Jan. 3 - Mr. Gatti’s Pizza 
Jan. 4 - Children’s Museum
7:30am-5:30pm
Claude Burgess Recreation Center

Basketball Skills and Drills
Boys and girls, ages 7-12, will learn the 
fundamentals of basketball in this 
3-day camp.  Space is limited.
$45 per child
Jan. 2-4, 9:30am-12pm
Earl Dunn Gym

Yoga for Health & Well-Being
Increase your range of motion, 
strengthen and tone your muscles, and 
reduce stress with this gently guided 
approach.  It’s easy to follow and suit-
able for all levels of fitness.  You’ll learn 
about the importance of breathing and 
how to consciously move your body in 
harmony with your breath for struc-
tural support and stress relief.  Bring a 
yoga mat to class.  Shoes are not 
required.  
$55 for any 4 classes within a session, 
$95 for any 8 classes within a session, or 
$15 per class  
Mon. & Thurs., 6:45-7:45pm
Jan. 7-31 & Feb. 4-28
Claude Burgess Recreation Center

Basic Dog Obedience Training
We will guide you in the proper use of 
positive reinforcement to train your 
dog to listen.  The dogs will learn sim-
ple commands that will make them 
better family members.  
$75 per 8-week session
Tues., 7-8pm
Jan. 8-Feb. 26
Jimmy Burke Activity Center

Adult Cardio Tennis 
It’s the ultimate, high energy workout.  
A fun new way to get in shape and 
burn calories.  For more information,  
go to www.cardiotennis.com.
$65 for 6 classes (1 class/week) or $130 
for 12 classes (2 classes/week)
Mon. & Wed., 5:30-6:30pm 
Jan. 21-Feb. 27
Dow Park Tennis Courts

Deer Park Junior Tennis
Tennis programs 
designed for all ability 
levels, ages 5-17.  The 
traditional Saturday 
program focuses on 
beginner through intermediate levels 
and are led by Coach Joel Hoffman 
and Coach Chris Hoffman.  Midweek 
tennis classes are for intermediate 
through advanced levels and are led by 
Ted  Geier, USPTA Developmental 
Coach.    
$89 per 6-week session (1 day/week) or 
$178 per session (2 days/week)
Tennis Buddies, ages 5-8
Saturdays, 8:30-9:30am, Jan.26-Mar. 2 
Future Stars, ages 9-14
Saturdays, 9:45-10:45am, Jan. 26-Mar. 2 
Performance Team (intermediate level), 
Saturdays, 9:45-10:45am, Jan. 26-Mar. 2
Performance Team (intermediate level), 
Tues. & Thurs., 5-6pm, Jan. 22-Feb. 28  
Performance Team (advanced level), 
Tues. & Thurs., 6-7pm, Jan. 22-Feb. 28
Dow Park Tennis Courts

Continued on pg. 19
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Council Actions
August 2012

• Awarded the bid for printing of 
The Messenger to Richmond 
Printing in the amount of 
$4,499 quarterly.

• Accepted the completion of the 
Georgia Retaining Wall project.  
Final cost was $103,996.

• Authorized the sale of surplus 
equipment and miscellaneous 
items to be auctioned via inter-
net through Rene Bates 
Auctioneers.

• Authorized staff to seek         
Requests for Proposal for Tour-
ism and Visitor Promotion 
Services.

• Authorized staff to seek         
Requests for Proposal for       
Republic Grill operations.

• Approved an interlocal agree-
ment with Harris County on 
Phase II of the Patrick’s Bayou 
Stormwater project.

• Approved an ordinance on a 
recommendation from the 
Crime Control and Prevention 
District for two amendments to 
the FY 2011-2012 CCPD 
Budget.

• Approved a resolution authoriz-
ing membership in the Gulf 
Coast Coalition of Cities with 
respect to electric and gas utility 
matters. 

• Approved a resolution authoriz-
ing continued participation in 
the Gulf Coast Coalition of Cit-
ies and authorizing payment to 
the Coalition to fund regulatory 
and related activities to electric 
and gas utility services.

• Approved a resolution amend-
ing Chapter 6, Subsection 
6.4(d) of the Personnel Manual 
relating to sick leave incentive 
pay. 

• Approved an ordinance amend-
ing Section 78-17 of the Code 

of Ordinances relating to the 
sick leave incentive pay.

• Approved an ordinance to      
renew the curfew ordinance. 

• Approved an ordinance calling a 
public hearing regarding the   
establishment of a drainage util-
ity system for storm water util-
ity and the adoption of a storm 
water rate program.

• Authorized the purchase of 
three unmarked vehicles 
through the Crime Control and 
Prevention District.

• Authorized the purchase of a 
COBAN System through the 
Crime Control and Prevention 
District.

• Approved the Quarterly Invest-
ment Report for April-June 
2012.

• Approved the recommendation 
from the Historical Committee 
to purchase two museum cases 
in the amount of $6,598.

• Approved an amendment to the 
KTN Foreign Trade Zone 
Agreement letter.

• Approved a resolution authoriz-
ing publication of Notice of   
Intention to issue Certificates of 
Obligation; approving the prep-
aration of the preliminary     
Official Statement; and declar-
ing Intent to reimburse certain 
prior Capital Costs.

• Approved an ordinance chang-
ing the starting time of the   
October 2, 2012 Council Meet-
ing due to National Night Out.

• Approved an ordinance ratifying 
the rescheduling date and time 
for a public hearing for consid-
eration of the Crime Control 
and Prevention District FY 
2012-2013 Budget.

• Approved an ordinance ratifying 
the rescheduling date and time 
for a public hearing for consid-

eration of the Fire Control, Pre-
vention and Emergency Medical 
Services District FY 2012-2013 
Budget.

 
September 2012

• Approved the expenses for 
Council to attend the 2012 Tex-
as Municipal League Annual 
Conference in Grapevine, Texas.

• Approved the casting of a ballot 
for the TML-IRP Region 14 
Board of Trustees.

• Referred the request of Love’s 
Travel Stop for a fifty-seven foot 
variance to the height of a pro-
posed commercial Hi Rise sign 
to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission.

• Referred the request of Love’s 
Travel Stop for a 111 square 
foot variance for a fuel price 
sign to the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission.

• Approved a recommendation 
from the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and an ordinance 
calling a Joint Public Hearing to 
rezone 2801 Louisiana from 
Single Family One to Office 
and Professional.

• Authorized staff to accept bids 
for one-year supply of Pulsar, 
plus Calcium Hypochlorite 
Briquettes. 

• Authorized staff to accept bids 
for one-year supply of Ferric 
Chloride.

• Authorized staff to issue a      
Request for Proposal for Build-
ing Maintenance Services.

• Approved the pre-payment of 
the lease or purchase of a new 
fire engine.

• Approved the assignment of FY 
2011-2012 fund balance for a 
Cab & Chassis for the Fire 
Control, Prevention and Emer-
gency Medical Services District.
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• Approved the renewal of an 
agreement with the American 
Red Cross for transportation 
services.

• Approved an ordinance regard-
ing the annual review of the 
City’s Investment Policy.

• Approved an ordinance amend-
ing the FY 2011-2012 Budget 
relating to the transfer from the 
Water and Sewer Fund to the 
Debt Service Fund and Reclas-
sifying an Expenditure from the 
General Fund to the Water and 
Sewer Fund.

• Authorized the submittal of the 
2012 Tax Roll and the calcula-
tion of the Effective Tax Rate 
and the Rollback Tax Rate.

• Approved an ordinance adopt-
ing the FY 2012-2013 Budget.

• Approved an ordinance levying 
Ad Valorem Taxes for 2012.

• Approved an ordinance adopt-
ing FY 2012-2013 Classifica-
tion and Pay Scales.

• Approved the results of a public 
hearing and ordinance adopting 
a Storm Water Utility Program.

• Approved the results of a public 
hearing and ordinance establish-
ing Storm Water Utility Pro-
gram Rates.

• Approved an ordinance          
appointing members to the 
Crime Control and Prevention 
Board of Directors.

• Approved an ordinance          
appointing members to the Fire 
Control, Prevention and Emer-
gency Medical Services District 
Board of Directors.

• Approved an ordinance amend-
ing Section 78-17(d) and (3) of 
the Code of Ordinances relating 
to sick leave incentive pay for 
employees. 

• Approved an ordinance amend-
ing Section 78-55 of the Code 

of Ordinances relating to lon-
gevity pay.

• Approved a request from Kao-
ten Natie for a Temporary    
Occupancy Permit to locate two 
construction offices at 102 Old 
Underwood Road.

October 2012
• Authorized staff to seek bids for 

the Library furnishings.
• Authorized staff to negotiate a 

contract with CDM Smith for 
engineering services related to 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Renovations, Phase I.

• Approved the expenses for 
Council to attend the National 
League of Cities Exposition in 
Boston, Massachusetts.

• Approved an amendment to the 
Interlocal Agreement with the 
Crime Control and Prevention 
District.

• Approved an amendment to the 
Interlocal Agreement with the 
Fire Control, Prevention and 
Emergency Medical Services 
District.

• Approved an audit engagement 
letter from Patillo, Brown & 
Hill, LLP for audit services for 
the FY 2011-2012 audit.

• Authorized the naming of a 
Councilmember as a voting del-
egate at the National League of 
Cities Congress of Cities and 
Exposition annual conference to 
vote on behalf of the City of 
Deer Park.

• Approved an ordinance amend-
ing Chapter 38, Article II, Sec-
tion 38-73 relating to noise.

• Approved a change order for the 
South Plant Lift Station Lining 
project in the amount of 
$7,450.

• Authorized the purchase of    
Library furnishing through pur-

chasing cooperatives in the 
amount of $78,150.

• Appointed the Budget Advisory 
Committee.

• Appointed the Investment and 
Audit Committee.

• Approved an amendment to the 
agreement with Linebarger 
Goggan Blair & Sampson for 
collection of delinquent emer-
gency medical services collec-
tion accounts.

• Approved a recommendation 
from Planning & Zoning Com-
mission to grant a fifty seven 
foot variance for a sign to be  
located at 7005 Highway 225.

• Approved a recommendation 
from Planning & Zoning Com-
mission to grant a one hundred 
and eleven foot variance for a 
sign to be located at 7005 
Highway 225.

• Approved a request from Legacy 
Construction for a Temporary 
Occupancy Permit to locate a 
construction trailer and two 
storage containers at 2910 Cen-
ter St.

• Approved an ordinance autho-
rizing the issuance of General 
Obligation Refunding Bonds, 
Series 2012.

• Approved an ordinance autho-
rizing the issuance and sale of 
Certificates of Obligation,     
Series 2012.

• Approved an ordinance amend-
ing the FY 2012-2013 Fire 
Control, Prevention and Emer-
gency Medical Services District 
Budget for the purchase of a cab 
and chassis for an ambulance.

• Approved an ordinance amend-
ing the FY 2012-2013 Budget 
to include items that were not 
completed by the close of the 
2012 fiscal year. 



19reindeer park - nov. 30 & deC. 1

1  Reindeer Park
3  Planning & Zoning Meeting - 7:30pm
4  City Council Meeting - 7:30pm
6  Siren Test 6pm
8  Breakfast with Santa
11  Mystery Book Club (off site mtg)
15 Market Days @ Dow Park
17  Planning & Zoning Meeting - 7:30pm 
18  City Council Meeting - 7:30pm
24  City Services Closed
25  City Services Closed

1  City Services Closed
3  Siren Test 6pm
7  Planning & Zoning Meeting - 7:30pm
8  City Council Meeting - 7:30pm
     Mystery Book Club @ Library
15  City Council Meeting - 7:30pm  
19 Market Days @ Dow Park
21  Planning & Zoning Meeting - 7:30pm
22  LEPC Meeting - 11am
 

4  Planning & Zoning Meeting - 7:30pm
5  City Council Meeting - 7:30pm
7  Siren Test 6pm
9  Movie in the Park
12  Mystery Book Club @ Library
15  Another Man’s Treasure
16  Market Days @ Dow Park 
18  Planning & Zoning Meeting - 7:30pm
19  City Council Meeting - 7:30pm
26  LEPC Meeting - 11am
 

December January February

City Event Calendar

Movie in the Park
Enjoy a free movie in Dow Park on our 
outdoor inflatable screen.  The movie 
begins at 7:30pm or 15 min. after sun-
set.  Bring lawn chairs and blankets.  
Go to www.deerparktx.gov/recreation 
for movie title.
Feb. 9
Dow Park Pavilion
  

Another Man’s Treasure
Discover your treasure at the city-wide 
garage sale.  Don’t miss out on a bar-
gain!  Call 281-478-2050 to become a 
vendor.  No admission fee.  Free 
parking.  
Feb. 15, 7am-5pm & 16, 7am-2pm
Jimmy Burke Activity Center

Lifeguard Certification Course
The course is designed for men and 
women, ages 16 & older who are inter-
ested in being a lifeguard for summer 
2013.  After successful completion of 
this 14-hour course, each participant 
will earn a certification in basic life 
guarding, advanced First Aid and CPR, 
Oxygen Administration and AED.  
This certification is site specific.  Par-

ticipants will be eligible for hire with 
the City of Deer Park.  Limited to 25.  
Registration starts Jan. 2.
$100 per person
Saturday & Sunday - March/April
Deer Park Community Center

Ladies Low Impact Aerobics
Cardiovascular exercise class to elevate 
your heart rate, plus sculpting and 
weight training.  For ages 18 & over.
$20 per month, $10 fee after the 5th

Mon., Wed. & Fri., 8:30-9:30am
Deer Park Community Center

Pilates
Strengthen your core, tone your body, 
and improve your flexibility.  For teens 
& adults.  
$40 per month (2 days/week) or
$20 per month (1 day/week)
$10 fee after the 5th

Tues. & Thurs., 6:30-7:30pm
Deer Park Community Center

Deer Park Karate
We teach Taekwondo and ShorinRyu.  
Learn a variety of defensive and offen-
sive maneuvers, such as counters to 

punches, escapes from bear hugs, and 
hand and foot striking techniques.  
Participants must register each month. 
$30 per month (2 classes/week) or $40 
per month (3 classes/week)
$10 fee after the 5th

Mon., Wed. & Fri.
Introd. Class, ages 7-12, 6:40-7:15pm
Beginner’s Class, ages 7-12, 7:15-8pm
Teen & Adult Class, ages 13 & over, 
8-8:45pm
Deer Park Community Center

Tiny Dragons Introductory Class
This class helps kids develop the physi-
cal skills necessary for Martial Arts, 
such as balance, posture, and coordina-
tion. The kids will also learn valuable 
life skills, such as discipline, courtesy, 
respect, focus, and concentration.  For 
ages 4-6.
$30/month (2 days/wk) or $40/month  
(3 days/wk), $10 fee after the 5th

Mon., Wed. & Fri., 4:30-5:30pm
Deer Park Community Center

To view the Parks & Recreation brochure 
or to register for activities, go to 
www.deerparktx.gov/recreation.  

Continued from pg. 16



The mission of the City of Deer Park is to plan and execute activities necessary to provide quality services 
to the citizens so that the opportunity to enjoy a high quality of life is afforded to all.
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Pet waste is one of many sources of 
water pollution, and something 
most of us can easily address as we 
go about daily routine. Rain water 
washes poop left on the ground into 
our storm drains, which connect to 
creeks and bayous where the poo 
decomposes. During decomposi-
tion, this waste using up precious 
oxygen needed by fish and other 
creatures to stay alive and healthy.
 
There are an estimated 900,000 
dogs in the Houston-Galveston    
region. If the average dog produces 
three quarters of a pound of waste 

each day, more than 312 tons of 
dog waste is deposited in the water-
sheds every day.
 

Health Risks of Pet Waste
Pet waste may contain bacteria,    
viruses, and parasites that are harm-
ful to humans. Some diseases 
caused by pet waste include:
• Campylobacteriosis – bacterial 

infection that causes diarrhea in 
humans (carried by dogs and 
cats)

• Cryptosporidium – parasitic   
infection that causes diarrhea 
and abdominal distress (carried 
by dogs and cats)

What You Can Do
• Pick up waste when walking 

your dog.
• Pick up pet waste as often as 

you can, especially if rain is in 
the forecast.

What To Do With the Waste 
• Throw pet waste in the trash.
• Bury pet waste in your yard at 

least five inches deep and away 
from vegetable gardens, streams, 
ditches, or wells.

• Consider installing an under-
ground pet waste disposal sys-
tem, also known as a “doggy 
dooley.”

• Don’t leave pet waste on your 
lawn. Pathogens are dangerous 
to kids playing in the yard, and 
they can contaminate anything 
edible growing in your garden.

• Don’t add pet waste to your 
compost. The compost won’t 
generate enough heat to kill the 
pathogens.

This article was provided by the 
Houston-Galveston Area Council.

Pet Waste Pollutes


